
PrEP Local Authority survey  

Introduction 

We have now had two years of routine commissioning for the HIV prevention drug PrEP. In 
the national goal of ending all new HIV transmissions by 2030, PrEP is a vital tool in 
reducing new HIV cases.  

We understand that sexual health services have been under pressure, and we want to work 
collaboratively with those services and decision makers to find solutions to PrEP access. 

National AIDS Trust, Terrence Higgins Trust, PrEPster, Sophia Forum and the One Voice 
Network would like to ask you about your services, so that we can get a better 
understanding of what the national provision of PrEP currently looks like.   

If you have any queries about questions in this survey, please contact us directly:  

Danny Beales, Head of Policy, NAT: danny.beales@nat.org.uk  

Your Local Authority  

1. Name of Local Authority  

 Not applicable. County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust. 

 

Section 2 - Please respond to the following questions in section 2, for each level 3 
sexual health service you commission in your local authority area. Please complete a 
separate word document for each service.  

2.1. Name of clinic/service prescribing PrEP 

GU Department, University Hospital of North Durham 

GU Department, Bishop Auckland Hospital 

 

2.2. In terms of assessing the eligibility for PrEP, which of the current methods does 
your service use to assess a patient’s eligibility? 

 Email consultation  

 Online screening using e-form 

 Virtual/video consultation - available on request 

 Online consultation with a members of staff  

 Telephone consultation with a member of staff ✓ 

 Voicemail/call back system ✓ 

 Face to face appointments ✓ 

 Other (please specify)  

 

2.3. Is this service currently booking new appointments for PrEP initiation for eligible 
patients?  

Yes 
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2.4. Does your service currently have an upper limit or cap on the total number of 
possible PrEP prescriptions/patients it can accept?  

No 

If you answered yes, please answer the below: 

2.4.1. What is the current upper limit or cap on the number of PrEP 
prescriptions/patients? 

Not applicable 

 

2.5. How many people are currently enrolled in this service receiving PrEP? 

91 

2.6. How long is the average time from requesting a PrEP appointment to PrEP 
initiation? 

1/2 days – 2 weeks  

2.7. Is there currently any waiting list for PrEP in your service? 

No 

If you answered yes, please answer the below: 

2.7.1. What is the current average waiting list time for those waiting for PrEP? 

2.7.2. How many people are currently on the waiting list?  

  Not applicable 

 

2.8. Has COVID affected the number of PrEP appointments available?  

No  

 

2.9. What length of PrEP prescription does the service currently offer for first 
prescription/initiation (tick all that apply)?  

 3-month prescription ✓ 

 6-month prescription  

 Other – please specify  

 

2.10. What length of PrEP prescription does the service currently offer for repeat and 
follow up prescriptions (tick all that apply)?  

 3-month prescription ✓ 

 6-month prescription ✓ 

 Other – please specify  



 

2.11. Please share any data you have about the population prescribed PrEP in this 
service, broken down by key population groups, specifically, gender, age, sexual 
orientation and ethnicity?   

 Age 

15-19 7 (8%) 

20-24 17 (19%) 

25-29 12 (13%) 

30-34 14 (15%) 

35-39 13 (14%) 

40-44 10 (11%) 

45-49 3 (3%) 

50-54 8 (9%) 

55-59 3 (3%) 

60-64 4 (4%) 

65-69 0 

70-74 0 

 

 Gender  

 Ethnicity  

 Sexual Orientation 

Please note, regards to exact numbers of patients the Trust has withheld this 
information, as to disclose this information would breach one of the data protection 
principles contained in the Data Protection Act 2018 (which supplements the EU 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which came into effect in May 2018) in 
that it would render it possible to identify the individuals. We do not believe that it would 
be fair to the individuals for their identities to be made public. We therefore believe that 
the exemption contained within section 40 of the Act is engaged. 

The Trust has assessed the risk that the identities of the individual patients could be 
inferred, and judges that possibility to be real. It is has therefore taken the decision to 
withhold this information under Section 40 of the Freedom of Information Act.  The 
Trust is relying, in part, on the absolute exemption available under Section 40(3) (a) 
(i), where information would be shared in contravention of the principles in the Data 
Protection Act and the qualified exemption in Section (40) (3) (a) (ii), where the 
numbers published could allow the identify of individual patients to be inferred causing 
damage or distress to themselves or their families.  

 

2.12. Do you have any plans for targeted outreach to communities currently under-
represented in PrEP prescribing in your service?  

Yes, we are looking at best ways to reach communities 

If you answered yes, please answer the questions below: 

 2.12.1. Are these plans currently funded?  

No 



2.12.2. Please share any further details of your plans if possible.  

       If you answered no to questions 2.12, please answer the question below:  

2.12.3. Are there any barriers or reasons why this work is not able to take 
place? (please specify)  

No 

 

2.13. Are there any PrEP service changes planned or envisaged in the next 6 months?  

No 

2.14. Do you have the resources or tools you need to ensure everyone who is eligible 
for PrEP or might benefit from it is identified and able to access PrEP? 

Yes, although we have more patients than planned, to have more would need 

additional resource 

If you answer no, please answer the below question: 

2.14.1. What additional resources does your clinic require to increase the 
identification of eligible patients and uptake of PrEP?  

 Not applicable 

 

 

Thank you 

Thank you for taking the time to fill in this survey form. We appreciate the pressures facing 
public health and sexual health services.  

This information will enable us to continue our policy work, ensuring it is evidence based, 
and that we are able to support services to access the resources they need to provide the 
best services possible to people at risk of HIV.   

Please return this completed form via email to nat.volunteer@nat.org.uk or by post to: 
c/o Danny Beales,  
National AIDS Trust,  
The Green House,  
244-254 Cambridge Heath Road,  
London  
E2 9DA    
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